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Semen 


To the Honourable 


JWllian Þ nt, Eſq; 


Propttetor and Governour 


PENSILV ANITA. 


Honoured Sir, ' ' . + Ts 
Ho” the Friendſhip, with which you are 
5 to honour me, doth afford me 
ufficient opportunities of. Diſcourſmg . 
with you upon any Subje&, yet I chuſe rather 
at this time'tO- offer unto you, in Writing, ſome 
RefleRions which have occur'd ro my Thoughts, 
in a matter of no common Importance. . The Itn- 
portance of it doth primarily and direaly reſpe&t 
your Self, and your own private Concernments; 
bur it alſo conſequentrially ahd effeQtually regards 
the King, his Government, and even the Peate 
and Settlement of this whole Nation. I intreart 
you therefore to bear with me, if I endeavour 
in this manner, to give ſomewhar more weight 
unro my words, than would be in a tratifient 
Diſcourſe, and leave them with you as a SubjeR* 


| Erhiac requires your retired Conſideration. 


A 2* You 


| You are not Ignorant that the part you' are Þ 
ſappoled-to-haychad of are Years inpublick Af- 
fatrs;-tho-without-cither-rhe Tirte; Of Honour, or 
Profit of any publick Office, , and that eſpecially 
your avowed”thttavotirs to introduce amongſt 
- us-2a general and inviolable Liberty. of Conſcience .þ 
1 tergfot M | Region, have occaſioned th if 
| 6&.4f ſogpe\Meny provoked 'the Malice of 
ers, and in the end, have raiſed againſt you 
a multitude of Enemies, who. have. unworthily 
defamed'you wity ſuch Impatations as I am ſure: * 


you abhor. This I know you have been ſuffici- | 


ently informed of, tho” I doubt you have not 
de Sulbciony RefleFhon upon ir. The Conſci- 
onſet yourown. nnocence ſeems to me to 
+ have given'youtod great a contempr of ſuch un- 
+ Juſt and ill-grounded Slanders. For however glo- 
rious It is, and reaſonable, for a truly virtuous 
Mirg,..whoſe inward Peace is founded upon that 
Rock of- Innocence, . ta deſpife the empty noiſe 
of. popular, Reproach; yet even chat Sublimity of 

- Shuit may ſometimes fwell to a reprovable Ex- 
«7; To;beeady and immoveable in the- pro- 
ſeCut oof wiſe, and honeſt Reſolurions, by all 
20neft,and prudent Means, is indeed a Duty that - 
admirs of no exception: But nevertheleſs ic ought 
not. to. hinder that, at the ſame time, there be 
Ao. 2 due care taken of preſerving a fair Reputa- 
tion.” 4 good name, ſays the wile Man, better 
than a precious Ointment, It is a Perfume that re- 
cammends the Perſon whom ir accompanies, that | 
procures him every where an eafie Acceptance, - * 
and that. facilitates the Succeſs of all his Enterpri- | 
ſes: :And for that reaſon, tho' there-were no 0+: * 
ther-I intreat you obſerve, that: the: _—_— a. 
Lg an's' 


'F Man's;Reputation is an. effenti al-part of that very 
\ ſame Duty that ingages himin the purfuir- of any 
worthy Deſign. {x Rs 
.- But 1 muſt not entertain you with a Declama- 
tion upon this general Theme. My buſineſs istof 


Þ.þ xepreſent-to you, more particularly, thoſe very 
- Imputations which are caſt upon your 'Self, ro- 


gecher with ſome of their evident Conſequences x 
that, if poſlible, I may thereby move you to la- 
baur after a Remedy The Sourſe of all ariſes 
from the ordinary Acceſs you have unto the 
\ King, the Credit you are ſuppoſed to have with 
Him, and the: deep Jealoutie that ſome People 
have Conceived of his Intentions in reference to 
Religion. Their Jealoufie is, rhat his Aim has 
been to ſertle Popery in this Nation, not only in * 
a fair and ſecure Liberty, but even' in a predoe. 
minating Superiority over all orher Profeſſions. 
And from hence the inference follows, that who- 
ſoever has.any part in the Councils of this Reign, 
muſt needs be - Popiſhly affeted: Bur, that ror, 
have ſo great a part in them, as you are faid tor * 
2Þ have had, can happen to none but an -abſolute 
| Papiſt.+ Thar is the dire& Charge : But that is 
not enough :: Your Poſt is too conſiderable for & 
Papiſt of an ordinary Form, and therefore you” 
muſt be a Jefuir: Nay, to confirm that Suggelſti- 
on, it muſt be accompanied with all the circum-" 
ſtances that may beſt give it an Air of Probabili- 
ty ; 4s that: you have been bred at-St. Omers, in” 
the Juſuits Colledge,; that you have taken Orders: 
* at Rome, and there obtained a Diſpenſation to” 
8 Marry; and that you have, fince then, frequently” 
| officiated as. a Prieſt, in the Celebration of the” 
Mals,. at Hbite- Hel, St. Fames's, and other Pla-- | 

þ.- CESS Þ 


ces: And this being admitted; nothing can be 
'ro0 black ro caſt upon you. .. Whatſoever'- js 
thought amiſs, either in Church. or State, tho' 
never ſo contrary to your Advice, -is boldly ar- 
cribuced to-it: And if other Proofs fail, the Scri: 
pture it ſelf, muſt be brought:zin ro confirm, That 
whoſ1ever offends in one Point ( it a Point eſpecially 
ſo eſſential as' chat of our t0-much-affeRted Uni- 
formity) * guilty of the Breach of all our Laws.Thus 
the Charge of Popery draws after it a'Tail; like - 
the -Et-ctera-Oath ; and, by cndlefs Inmendo's, 
prejudicate you as guilty of whatſoever Malice .. 
Can invent, or Folly believe: .But that Charge 
therefore being removed, the inferences that are 
drawn from it will vaniſh, -arid your Reputation 
- Will cafihy recurn to its former —_—_ bot 
Now, thar I may the more effectually perſwade 
you to apply ſome Remedy to this Diſeaſe, I be- 
feech you, Sir, ſuffer me 10 lay before you ſome 


matter for a Perfon raiſed, as you are,” above the' 
” common kvel, to lye under the Prejudice of ſo 
- general a Miſtake, in 1o important a Mafter. The 
general, and the long prevalency of any Opini- 
' 0ngives it a itrength,. eſpecially aniongſt rhe Vat 
gar, that is not eafily ſhaken. And as # happens 
' that you have alſo Enemics' of a higher Rank, 
| Who will be ready to improve fuch popular Mi- 
fakes, by all ſorts of malicious Artifices. It muſt 


= be taken for granted that thoſe Errors will be' 


thereby ſtill more confirmed, and the Inconve- 

niencies that may ariſe froth thence no leſs increa- 

ſed. This, Sir, I aſſure you, is a melancholly 

Proſpect ro-your Friends: For we know you have 

ſuch Enemics: The Delign of ſo Univer{el _—_ | 
| erty 


- of its:pernicious Confequences, It is no trifling- .Þ' 
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berty of Conſcience, as 'your Principles have . led you 
to A bom. Has dicnded —_ of thoſe whole 
Intereſt is to croſs it. I need not tell you how 
many, and how powerful they are: Nor can I 
tell you, cither how. far, or by what Ways and 
Means they may endeavour to execute their Re- 
venge.- ' But this however I mult needs tell you, 
That in your preſent Circumſtances, there is ſuf- 
ficient ground for ſo much Jealoufie ar leaſt, as 
_ to excite you to uſe the-Precaution of ſome 
, publick Vindication. This the Tenderneſs of 

Friendſhip gw 4 your Ftiends to defire of .you ; 

and this the juſt- Senſe of your Honour, which 
true'Religion does 'not extinguiſh, requires'you 
ro Execute; BE 4 bonne, 

' Pardon, I intreat you, Sir, the earteſtneſs of 
theſe Expreſſions; nay, ſuffer me, SNHOR Of- 
fence, to Expoſtulate with you yet a little farther, 

. T am fearful leſt theſe 'perſonal Confiderations 
4 ſhould not have their due weight with you, . and 
therefore I. cannot omit to refle& alſo upon ſonie® 
more general Conſequences of your particular Re- 
proach.' I have faid it already, That the. King, 
His 'Honour,” 'Hu Government, and even the Peace 
and Sertlement of this whole Naticn, © either are, or © 
beve been concerned in this matter. Your Reputati- * 
on; as you are ſaid to have medled in publick _ 
Afﬀairs, has been of publick Concerrment, The 

romoting' a' general Liberty of Ccnſcience having 
| been your particular Province ;' the Aſpetſion of 
+ Popery and Foſuiiſm that has been Caſt upon you, 
* has reflefted upon His Majefty, for havirg made 
* uſe, in that Aﬀair, of ſo $iſguiſed a Perſonage 
as you are ſuppoſed to have been: It has alſo 
; weakened the force of all your _ ob- 

= "OR | rude 


fruRed their Effet; and contributed greatly: t6 
 difappoint .this poor Nation of that ineſtimable 
Happineſs,. and ſecure Eſtabliſhment, - which 1 
am perſwaded you deſigned, and. which all gaod 
and wiſe Men agree, that a juſt znd inwyjolable Lin | 
berty of .Con{cience would. infallibly produce. Þ * 
hearrcily wiſh this Conſideration had begn ſooner | 
Jaid to Heart, and that. ſome demonſtrative Evi-' 
vidence, of your Sincerity in the Profeſſion you 
make, had-accompanied all your endeavours for 
Liderty.,..-. -- | Ma.» 
Bur-what do I fay,: or what do-I wiſh;for ? I: 
confeſs that I am now ſtruck with Aſtonifliment,: 
at that abundant- Evidence,. .which I know1yau 
have conſtantly given, of the Oppoſition of your 
Principles to thoſe of the Romiſh Church; and at, 
the little Regard there has been had unto it. + IF 
an open Profeſſion. of the dire&eſt+ Qppolitian-a- | 
gainſt Popery, that has ever appeared in the: World, ' , 
 fince Popery was firſt diſtinguiſhed from conimon' 
Chriftianity, would ſerve. the: turn ; this-cannot 
be denied to. all, thoſe -of, thar; Society; > with! 
which you are-Joyhed in the!Dyties of Religious” 
Worſhip. .IF to have maintained thePrjnciples of. 
that Society, by. frequent and. fervent Diſcoutles, + 
' by many claboxare Writings, by ſuffering 1Igno-"i 
miny, Impriſonment, .and other manifald'Difad- 
vantagesindefence thereof;'can be admiittefl asany ' 
Proof of yqur ſincere Adherence thereunts; this; '! 
It is evident tothe Warkd,. you have:done already.) 
' Nay further, If to have enquired as: farhas way''! 
poſlible for. you, into the 1particuJar: Stories that \ 
ave been framed 8p yau, and ro.haye ſought!!! 
all means of reQifying-the Millakes upon which? 
they were grounded, could:in any meaſure:avail 
->...4 at i595 Q.. 
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' to the ſettling a true Charadter of you in, Men's 
Judgments ; this alſo I know you have done. 


For I have ſeen under the Hand of a 
Reverend Dean of our Exgliſh Church, 
a full acknowledgment of- SatisfaQtion received 


Dr. Tillotſon. 


Þ$ from you, in a ſuſpition he had entertained, up- 
-& on one of thoſe Stories, and to which his Re- 


port had procured too great Credit. And tho' 
I know you are averſe to the publiſhing of his 
Letter without his expreſs leave, and perhaps 
may not now think fir co ask ir; yer I am fo 
thoroughly aſſured of his Sincerity and Candor, 
that I cannot doubt but he has already vindica- 
ted you in that matter, and will (according to 
his Promiſe ) be ſtill ready to do ir upon all Oc-) 
cafions. Nay, I habe ſeen alfo your Juſtification 
from another Calumny of common Fame, abour 
your having Kidnapp'd one who had been for- 
merly a Monk, out of your American Province, 
to deliver him here into the Hands of his Ene- 
mies ; I ſay, I have ſeen your Juſtification from . : 
that Story, under that Perſon's own Hand : And 
his return to Per/ilvania, where he now reſides, 
may be an irrefragable Confutation of it, to any 
that will rake the pains co inquire thereinro. 

Really it afflicts me very much to conſider 
that all this does not ſuffice. 1f I had not that 
particular reſpe& for you,which I ſincerely pro- 
fels ; yet I could not bur be much ate&Ged, that 
any Man who had deſervedly acquired fo fair a 
Reputation as you have formerly had, whoſe In- 
regrity and VeraCity had always been reputed 
Spotleſs, and whoſe Charity had been continu- 
Aly exerciſed in-icrving others, at the dear Ex- 


'pence of his Time, his Strength, and his Eſtate, 


oY B : wirchour 
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without any other Recompence 'than what re- 


ſulrs ' from the Conſciouſyeſs of doing good: 
I ſay,-I could not bur be much AﬀeRed, to ſee 
* any ſuch Perſon fall,innocently and undeſervedly, 


under ſuch unjuſt Reproaches as you have done. * 


It is a hard caſe, and I think no Man, that has 
any Bowels of Humanity, can refle& upon ir 
without great Relentings. 

Since therefore it is ſo, and that ſomething re- 
mains yet to be done, fomething mote Expreſs, 
and efpecially more Publick, than has yer been 
_ done for your Vindication, I beg of you, Dear 
Sir, by all the tender Efficacy that Friendſhip, 
either mine, or that of your Friends and Rela- 
tions together, can have upon you ; by the due 
regard which Humanity, and even Chriſtianity, 
obliges you ro have to your Repuration ; by the 
Duty you owe unto the King ; by your Love 
ro the Land of your Nativity ; and by the Cauſe 
of Univerſal Religion and Eternal Truth : Let nut 
- the Scandal of Infincerity, thar I have hinted ar, 

lie any longer upon you ; but ler the Senſe of all 
theſe Obligations perſwade you to gratifie your 
Friends and Relations, and to ſerve your King, 
your Country, and your Religion, by ſnch a 
publick Vindication of your Honour, as your 
own Prudence, upon thefe Suggeſtions, will now 
ſhew you to be moſt neceflary and moſt expedient. 
1 am, with unfeigned and moſt reſpettful Af- 
fction, 

Honoured Sir, 
Your moſs Humble and 
Londen, October oſt Obedient Servant. 
the 20th, 1688, Wr e 
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Mr. P2mr's Anſwer 


To the foregoing 


EE I Ea 


Worthy Friend, 


Þ is now above Twenty Years, I thank God, 
that I have not been very folicitous what the 
World thought of me. For fince I have had the 


—— — 


Knowl:dze of Religion from a Principle in my Self, 


the firſt and main Point with me has been, ro 
approve my ſelf in the fight of God, through 
Patience and Well-doing : So that the World has 
not had weight enough with me, to ſuffer its 
g00d Opinion to Raife me, or its ill Opinion tq 
Deje& me. And if that had been the only Mo- 
tive or Conſideration, and not the defire of a 
g20d Friend, in the Name of many orhers, 1 
had been as filent co thy Letcer, asT uſe to be ta. 
the idle and malicious Shams of the Times. Bur 
as the Laws of Friendjhip are Sacred, with thoſe 
chat value that Relation, ſo I confeſs this to be 
a Principal One with me, Not-to deny a Friend 
the fatisfattion he defires, when ir may be dong 
without Offence to a good Conſcience. 


B 2 The 
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pery, and endeavours to promote it. - I do fay 
then, and that with all Sincerity, That I am not 
only no Feſuite, but no Papiſt. And, which is 
more, I never had any Temptation upon me to 
be it, either from Doubts in my own Mind abour 
the Way I profeſs, or from the Diſcourſes or 
* Writings of any of that Religion. And in the 
Preſence of Almighty God, I do declare, Thar 
the King did never once, dire&ly or indirectly, 
atrack me or tempt me upon that SubjeR, the 
many Years that I have had the Advantage of a 


a free Acceſs to him ; fo unjuſt, as well as for- :þ 


didly falſe, are all thoſe Stories of the Town. 
The only Reaſon, that I can apprehend, they 
have to Repute me a Reman Catholick, is, my txe- 
quent going to hite-Hall; a place no moxe@or- 
bid to me than to the reſt of the World;*who 
yet, it ſeems, find much fairer Quarter,” I have 
almoſt cantinually had one Butneſs or other 
there for 'our Friends, whom 1 ever ſerved with 
a ſteady Soliciration, through all Times, fince I 
was of their Communion, I had alſo a great 
many Perſonal good Offices to do, upon a Prin- 
Ople of Charity, for People of all Perſwafions; 
thinking it a Dury to improve the little Intereſt 
I had for the good of thoſe that needed it, eſpe= 
cially the Poor.. I might add ſomething of my 
own Afﬀairs too, though I muſt own (it 1 may 
without Vanity) That they have ever had the 
| Teaft ſhare of my Thoughts: or Pains, or elſe 
they would” not have {till depended, as they 
yet do. A p © I] OM 
But becauſe ſome People are ſo unjuſt, as to 
rer.der Inſtznces for my Pepery ( or rather Hypo- 


os + & 


wy 


The' Buſineſs, chiefly inſiſted upon, is my Po- | 


pocriſze, 
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crifie, for ſa it would be in me) *tis fir T'con- 
rradit them as particularly as they accuſe me. 
I fay then folemnly, Thar I am fo far from having 
been bred at St. Omers, and having received Ot- 
ders at Rome, that I never was at either place 
nor do I know any Body there; nor had I e-, 
ver a Correſpondency with any Body in thoſe 
Places, which is another Story invented againſt 
me. And as for my Officiating in the Kirg's 
Chappel, or any other, it is fo ridiculous, as well 
as untrue, that beſides that no Body can &o ir 
but a Prieſt, and that I have been marrycd to a 


ik Woman of ſome Condition above Sixteen Years, 


which no Prieſt can be, by any Diſpenſation 
whatever. I have not ſo much as look'd into any 
Chappel of the Reman Religion, and conſequent- 
ly riot the King's; though a common Curioſty 
warrants it daily to People of all Per{wafions. 
And once for all, I do ſay, That I am a Prote- 


ſtant-Diſſenter, and to that degree ſuch, that I 


challenge the moſt Celebrated Proteſtant of the 
Engliſh Church,..or any other, upon that Head, 
be he Lay-man or Clergy-man, in Publick or in 
Private. For I would have ſuch People know, 
"tis not impoſſible for a Mite Proteſtant Diſſenter 


. to be Dutiful, Thankful Serviceable to the | 


King, though he be of the Roman Cathelick Com- 
munion. We hold not our Property or ProteCi- 
on from Him by our Perſwafion, and therefore 
His Fer{ſwafion ſhould not be the Meaſure of our 
Allegiance. I am ſorry tq fee ſo many' that 
ſeem fond of the Reformed Religion, by their 
Diſ-affe&ion to him, recommend it ſo ill. What- 
ever Practices of Roman Catholicks we might rea- 
ſonably objeR againſt (and no doubt but ſuch 
& DA there 


thereare) yer He has diſchim'd and reprehended 
thoſe ill things, by His declared Opinion againſt 
Perſecution ; by the Eaſe in which He a&tually 
indulges all Diſſenters, and by the Confirmation 
he offers in Parliament, for the Security of the 
Proteſtant Religion and Liberty of Conſcience. And 
in His Honour, as well as in my own Defence, 
I am obliged in Conſcience to ſay, That he has 
ever declared to me, it was his Opinion ; and 
on all occaſions; when Duke, he never refuſed 
me the repeated Proofs of it, as often as I had 
any Poor Sufferers for Conſcience ſake to ſolicit His 
help for. - | 
Bur ſome may be apt to ſay, Why not any Body 
elſe, as well s I? Why muſt I have the preferable 
Acceſs to other Diſſenters, if not a Papiſt ? 1 An- 
{wer, I know nor that it is ſo. But this I know, 
That I have made it my Province and Bufineſs, 
I have followed and preſt 1t, I rook it for my 
Calling and Station, and have kept it above theſe 
Sixteen Years; and, which is more, (if I may 
ſay it without Vanity or Reproach) wholly at my 
own Charges too. To this let me add the Re- 
lation my Father, had to this King's Service ; 
his particular Fav getting me releaſed our 
. of the Tower of LowWan 69. my Father's hum- 
ble Requeſt to him upon his Dearh-Bed, to pro- 
te me from the Inconveniences and Troubles 
my Perſwaſion might expoſe to, and His Friend- 
ly Promiſe to do it, and exact Performance of it, 
trom the moment I addrefled my ſelf to him: I 
fay, when all this is conſidered, any Body that 
has the leaſt pretence-to Good Nature, Gratitude, 


or Generoſity, mult needs know how to interpret | 


my Acceſs to the King. 
; | | | . | j 


Perhaps 
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\ Perhaps ſome will be ready to ſay, This is 
not all, nor is this yet a fault, but that I have 
been an Adviſer in other Martrers, diſguſtful ro 
the Kingdom, and which rend to the-Overthrow 
of the Proteſtant Religion, and the Liberties of 
the People. A likely thing indeed, that a Pare- 
fant Diſſenter, who from Fifteen Years- old has 
been (at times) a Sufferer, in bx Father's Family, 
in the Univerſity, and by the Government, for being 
fo, ſhould deſign the Deſtrudtion of the Prote- 
ſtant Religion. This is juſt as probable, as it is 
true that I dy'd a Feſuite fix Years ago in Ame- 
rica, Will Men till ſuffer ſuch Stuff to paſs up- 
on-them ? Is any thing more fooliſh, as well as 
falſe; than that becauſe I am often at White-Hall, 
therefore I muſt be Author of all chat is done 
theze that does not pleaſe abroad ? But ſuppo- 
ſing ſome ſuch things to have been done, pray 
tell me, if I am bound to oppoſe any thing that 
I am not call'd to do? I never was a Member 
of Council, Cabinet, or Committee, Where the Af- 
fairs of the Kingdom are tranſa&ted. 1 have had 
no Office or Truſt, and conſequently nothing 
can be faid to be done by me; nor, for that 
Reaſon, could I Ihe under any Teff or Obliga- 
tion to diſcover my Opinion of Publick Acts of 
State ; and therefore, neither can any ſuch Acts, 
{ _ nor my Silence abour them, in Juſtice, be made 
my Crime. Volunteers are Blanks and Cyphers in 
all Governments. And unleſs calling at White- 
Hall once a day, upon many Occaſions, or my 
not being rturn'd out of nothing, ( for that no 
Othice is ) be the Evidence of my Compliance 
in difagreeable things; I know not whart elſe 
can, with any Truth, be alledged againſt me. 
Howcver, 


However, one thing I know, that I have every | 
where moſt Religiouſly obſerv'd, - and endea- 
vour'd ia Converſation with Perfons of all Ranks 
and Opinions, to allay: Heats, and moderate Ex- 
tremicies, 'eyen in the Politicks. "Tis below me 
r0 be moreiparticular. Bur I am ſure ir has been 
my. endeavour, that if we could not all meer 
upon a Religious Bottom, at leaſt we might meer 
upon a-Civil One, the good of England ; which is 
the common Intereſt of King and People : Thar 
He might be grear by Juftice, and we free by 
Obedience; . diſtinguiſhing rightly on the one 
hand, berween- Duty and Slavery; and-on the 
other, berween Liberty and Licentiouſneſs. 
| But; alas, I am not wichour my Apprehenſions 
of the Cauſe of this Behaviour rowards me, and 
in this I perceive we agree ; I mean, my conſtant 
Zeal for an Impartial Liberty of Conſcience. But if 
that be'it, the Cauſe is r9o good to be in pain 
about it. -I ever underſtood That to be the Na- 
tural Right of all Men ; and that he. that had a 
Religion without ir, his Religion ,was none of his 
own. For what is not the Religion of a Man's 
choice, is the Religion of him that impoſes ir. 
$9 that; Liberty of Conſcience is the firſt Step to 
| have a Religion. This is no new Opinion . with 
m2. I have writ many Apologies within the laſt 
Twenty, Years to defend ir, and that impartially. 
* Yer I have as conſtantly declared, that Bounds 
ought: to be ſer to this Freedom, and that Mo- 
rality Was the beſt z and that as often as That was 
' violated, under a pretence of Conſcience, it was 
fic. the Civil Power ſhould take place. Nor did 
I ever oace think of promoting any ſort af Li- 
berty of Conſcience, tor any Body, Which did not 
preferve 


| preſerye the Common iodliany of tis 
- | dom, and 'the» Ancient Rights of the 7 Four 
ment : For. to fay Truth, the one Cannot be inain- 
tained without the other. | 

Upon the whole matter, 1 muſt ſay, 1-bove 
| England 1 [ ever! did ſ5.; and that 1 am nor: if 
her Debt. | 1 never valued Time, Money; Or Kin- 
dred, to ſerve her, and do her: good. ' No-Party 
could ever byaſs me ro her Prejudice, nor: iarly 
Perſonal Lntereſt. oblige me in her wrong. For 
I always abhorr'd” diſcounting Private Favours at 
the Publick's Coft. 

Would-I have made my Market of theFears 
and Jcaloufics of People, when this: King came 
49 the Crown, I'had pur Twenty Thouſand Pannds 
into my Pocket, and a Hundred Thou Ely itro.my 
Province. For mighty Numbers of Pi Wo 
then upon the Wing. But Ewarv'd ic-all; 1 
for better Times; expeted the Effc&s i he 
King's Word for Liberty of Con/cience, and Ha 
pineſs by. it: And till I faw- my own Frie 
with the Kingdom, dcliver'd from the Legs/ Bok. 
dage; which Renal Laws for Religion had fub- 
jected them to, 1 could with no farisfaRtion think 
of leaving "England ; though 'much ro my Pre» 

udice beyond Sea, and. at my great ExpenCe 
mw having, :1n- all chis time, never had exher 
Office or Penſion ; and always refafing the Ke- 
- wards or Gratuities of thoſe] procy been able 40 
oblige. 
If therefore-an Univerſal Char , if the: Aſ- 
ſerting an Inpartial Liberty of Conf Fience, if - dothg 

- bo. others as one. would be done "by, 9and' an' open 
 Avowing, and ſtcady. Praftifing af theſe things, - 
* 240/all Times, 40 all Parties, will. zaſtly lay aMan 
L, HO $ u 


i. 


vndet thie RefleQtion of being :a Jeſuit,” pr Pa- 
2, r0fany: Rank,'t: muſt nor only ſubmit to 
the Qherafer, but. imbrace it too; and I care 
not who knows, that I can wear -it with more 
Pleaſure, than, it: is poſſible for them, with any 
Joſtice, . to give: it--me.. For theſe are Corner- 
Stnes and. Principles with me ;- and I am ſcans» 
dalizcd/at all Buildings that have them nor for 
thein;;Foundatipns ... For Religion: it ſelf is an 
gmpty-..Name without. them ; - a HWhited-Wall, a . 


Painted: Sepulchre.z No Life or Virtue to the Soul z- þ 


No Good or Example to ones Neighbour. Let 
_ s;/Dor i flarrer ;/our' ſelves; We can never be the 
better for aur: Religion, if our Neighbour be the 
Avorſe for it. Que fault is, we are. apt to be 
mighty hot upon Speculative Errors, and break 
All Bounds in our Refentments:; but we let Pra- 
Rica} ones paſs wichour Remark, if not withour 
*Repentance: As if a Miſtake about an obſcure 
 Þ. Propoſition of Faich were a greater Evil, than 
.the- Breach of an undoubrediPrecepr.” Such a 
Religion the Devils. themſelves are not withour; 
.for they have both:Faith and Knowledge ;- but 
heir Faith ' doth nat. work by Love, nor- their 
Knowledge by Obegience. And if this be their 
-Judgment, can it be our Bleſſing? 
:2Ler.us not:then think Religion a Litigious 
- . Thing ; nor that Chriſt came only to make us 
; g00d Diſputants, but that he came alſo ro make 
us good Livers. Sincerity goes farther than 
- "Capacity. lt. is Charity that deſervedly. excels * 
inthe Chriftian\Religion. And Happy would it © 
be, if where Upity. ends, Charity did begin, in- | 
Head, of Envy and} Railing, that almoſt | ever. | 
@w. It appears to me: to be the Way a 
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God his found. out and appointed to mode” - 
' rate our Differences, and-make thenr/at-' leaſt; ] 
harmleſs to Society ; and therefore, I'canfels, I ” 


dare not aggravate them \to'Wrath .and Blogd. 
Our Diſagreement lies in. out Apprehenfion or: 


Belief of things; and if the common Enemy. of - - 


Mankird had not che governing of: our: AﬀeCti- 
ons and Paſſions, that Diſagreement would! nor 
prove ſuch a Canker, as it is; t9 Love and Peac 
in Civil Societies. x7 


He that ſuffers his Difference with his Neigh- 
bour, about the other World, to Carry him beyorid 
the Line of Moderation, in this, is the worſe for: 


his - Opinion, even though it'be true. _ It 1:t00 
lictle conſidered by Chriſtians, that | Men: may 
hold the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs ; that they may 


able Heat eantradid the 'great End of theirr$a-+ 
viour's Coming, Love. | 

Men may be angry for God's fake, and kill 
People too. - Chriſt faid ir, and too. many have 
practiſed ir. But what fore of Chriſtians muſt 
chey be, I pray, that can Hate in: his Name, 
who bids us, Love ; and Kill for ' his fake, thar 
forbids Killing ; and commands Love, even tq 
Enemies 2 1. | 

Ler not Men or Parties think to ſhift iti off 


from themſelves: *Tis not this Principle, or that : 


Form, to which' ſo great a Defe&ion is owing, 
but a_Degeneracy of Mind from God, Chri- 
ſtianity 1s not at Heart: No Fear of Gad-in the 
inward parts: No Awe of his Divine Omni+ 

| : C 2 preſenge. 


Z 


” | 


be Orthodox, and not know 'what Spitirt they”* | 
are of, So were the Apoſtles of our Lord. | 
they believed in him, yet let a falfe Zeal do: } 
violence to their Judgment, and their unwarrant=- | 


*% 


- prefence: © Self. prevails, 'and breaks out rore' or) 
Foſs through'all Forms, 'burt coo: plairily, (Pride, 
Wrath; kuft, Avarice) fo thai tho' People ſay: 
10:God, Thy (Will -be done, they do their own; 
whicty ſhews them To be irne Heathens under a 
mask of Chriſtianity, that beheve without Works, 
and” repent without Forſaking; butie for Forms, 
and the temporal:Benefis of them, while true 
Religion,” which-is to Viſit the Fatherleſs and the 
Widow, and to keep ONY ſelves un{pottcd frem the 
Wort, goes barefoot, and like Lozarus is drfpi- 
ſed; Yerthis was the Definition the Holy Ghoſt 
gave oF 'Religion' before Syrods and Councils had 
the medling . with'it, ard modeling of it. In 
- thoſe days Bowels were a. good part of Religion, 
and''tharito the Fatherleſs and Widow ar large. 
We'can' hardly now extend them to thoſe of our 
aun way.” It was faid by him that could nor 
* ſay-amifs, Becauſe Iniquity abcunds, the Live of ma- 
waxes 'cold, Whatloever divides Man's Heart 
rom God, ſeparates it from his Nejgkbour ; 
and he that loves Self ze than Ged, Can never 
Love (bis. Neighbour as bimſelf. For ( as the Apo- 
file 12id ) If we do mar love him whom we ſee, 

| Hom: can we love God whom we have not [cen ? 
© that we could fee ſome Men 2s eager, to 
win People to God, as they are ro blow thEm 
* up, and fer them one againſt another. But in- 
deed thoſe only.can bave that pure ard pious 
Zeal, who. are themſclves turned to God, and 
* bave caſted the ſweetneſs of thar Convertion, 
» which is: to Power, not Form, to Godlinets, not 
| Gain, Sach as thoſe do bend their Thoughts 
end [Pains to Appeafe, not Increaſe Heats-ard 
 Animoitics ;. to exhore People ro look at Home, 
TY. {weep 


ſweep' their own Houſes, and weed their own Þ} 
Gardens: And in no Age or Time: was-there | 
more need to fet Men ar work in:their own { 
Hearts, than this we live in ; when ſo bufie, 'wan- - 
dering, unruly, and licentious a'Spirit-prevails. 
For whatever fome Men may think; The: Diſeaſei 
of this Kingdom is Sin, Impiety againſt God, and - | 
want of Charity ro Men : And while this Guile 
hes at our Door, Judgment cannor be far off. = 
* Now this being the Diſeaſe, I will briefly o- 
fer two things for Cure of it. The firſt is, Da» 
vid's clean Heart, and right Spirit, which he ask'd 
and had of God: Without this we muſt be a 
Chaos till: For the Diſtemper is within z and 
our Lord faid, AV Evil comes from thence.” Set 
the inward Man right, and the outward Man 
cannot be wrong: That is the Helm that governs 
the humane Veſſel: And this nothing can do but - 
an inward Principle, the Light and Grace that 
eame by Chriff, which the Scripture tells us, En- 
lightens every one, and has appeared to all Men. It is 
prepoſterous to think that. he, who made the 
World, ſhould ſhow leaſt care of the. beſt parr 
of ir, our Souls. No, he that gave us an out- | 
ward Luminary for our Bodies, bath given us } 
ary inward one for our Minds to at by. We have | 
ir; and 'tis our Condemnation that we dont 
love it, and bring our Deeds ro it. *Tis by this 
we ſee our Sins, are made ſenfible of them, for- } 
ry for them, and finally forſake them. -And he 
that thinks ro go to Heaven a nearer way, wilk, 
I fear, belate his Sonl, and be irreparably miſta» 
ken.' There are bur Goates and Sheep - at laſh, } 
whatever Shapes we wear here. - Let's not there- } 
fore, Dear Friend, deceive our ſelyes. Onur Scale {| 
| are | 


_ we enuſt expe& to reap. There is no Repentance mn the 
- Grave; which ſhaws, thatif none there, them-no: 


"To ſum up this Divinity :of: mine, -Ic is the 
t of Jeſas' in our Souls That, gives us-a' true 
ſighc of our ſelves, and- that. Sight«that leads us 
ta Repentance, which Reperitance begerts: Humi- 
 lity, and Humility that true: Charity that-covers 
#multicude. of Faults, which 1 call God's Expe- 
{ Gient againſt Man's Infirmity. 
\ Þ The ſecon&Remedy to our preſent Diſtemper * 
* is this, [Since All of all Patties profeſs ro believe in 
God, Chrift, the Spirit, and Scripture, that the. Soul 
is. Immortal, that there are Eternal Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments;”' 'and that the Vertuous fhall receive the 
- ant,"\and "the Wicked ſuffer the others, 1 (ay, ſince 
- this is the common Faith of Chriftendom, let us 
| all reſolve inthe Strength of God to live up to 
'- what we agree in, before we fall out ſo miſerably a= +! 
. boat the reft in which we differ. 1 am per{waded, 
the Change and Comfort' which that pious courſe 
would bring us to, would go very far'to diſpoſe 
- our-Narures'to compound eafily for all the reſt 
and we might hope yer: to ſec happy days in 
- poor England; for there I would have ſo goog.2 
Work begun: And: how it is poſlible for the- 
eminent Men of every [Religious Perſwaſfion, .; 
(eſpecially the preſent. Miniſters of the Pariſhes | 
* of England) to' think of /giving an Account tq * 
| God ar the laſt day, without uſing the utmoſt 
of. their -Endeavours -co-moderate the Members | 
© of cheir 'reſpe&ive Communions towards thoſe - } 
chat differ from them, is a Myſtery to me: But 
*#his Iknow, and muſt lay it at their Doors, as 
2 4 | x | | I 


I charge alſo my own Soul withi it, God requires 
Moderation, and Hurnitity ffrom-as;-for-he is 
ar hand who will nor fpare to = our Impa- | 
tiency, if we have no Patien r one ano- 
ther. The Ererpal al-God 'rebuke ke Uh: {eech him) 
the Wrath of +. hd humble MI under the 
ſenſe of the Evi of this day ; and yet (ne | 
thy as we are) giye.us Peace, for his Holy.N | 
ſake. T6 Yo. 
It is now time to end this Letter ; and I wall 
do it without ſaying any more than this : Thoy 
ſeeſt my Defence againſt popular Calumny; rin 
ſceſt what my Thoughts K/- of. our Condi 
and the way to. better. it; and . thou leh 
hearty and humble Prayer to Almighty 7.3 
incline us to be Wiſe, if it were bur for our 
ſakes. I ſhall only. . add, That : Tam, extre 
ſenſible of the Kindneſs and Juſtice intended me 
by my Friends on this Occaſion,; and thax I. 4 
for that,. and many more Reaſons, with great 
Truth and Eſteem, 


| bp 

Teddington, Oftober Thy oblidged and 

' the 248b, 1688. affetionate Friend, 
W. P. 
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Poltſcripe, | 
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Poſtſcripr. ME 


FYJNe thing in reference'to my ſelf I forgot tg 
JF mention, I have been by ſome Pecple with 
preat art. rendred ' Powerful, that I might © be * 
made Guilry, at leaſt Obnoxious ; which hath . 
© often drawn from me this Expretion co my Ac- 
quainrance : I have all rhe Inconvenitnce of @ Man 
| of Power and Intereſt, but nathing of the Reality or 
" Advantage of that Charafer, One rang I-will 
Hy, and end; I muſt do;as'I would be done by, 
* and cannot 'with fine ' Diftin@ions, or poputar 
* Humour, abfolve my ſelf from that Duty ; for, + 
| Y'thank God, 1 am whar I was, and 'will bc 
whiar 1 am, © with his help, let the World fay 
 Whatit will. Farovel. ; 
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